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SUMMER 2024

DONNY SCHMIT
Summer is nearly here, a time to enjoy the beauty of this 
area we are blessed to live in, visit the parks, and attend the 
many wonderful events the Village has to offer, and most 
importantly, a time to spend with family and friends. 
The Lakefront Park expansion is nearing completion, with a 
project of this magnitude, construction will occur throughout 
the summer. An area once referred to as “Skid Row,” will 
now be a place to bring your family. Upon completion, our 
residents and future generations will have a place to enjoy 
the splendor of our town.
This expansion is only possible because of the arduous work 
of your Village Board and the dedicated Village Staff. The duty 
of the board and staff is to provide essential services to our 
residents. Those basic services include Public Safety, Streets, 
Sewer & Water, Parks & Recreation, Code Enforcement, and 
Building & Development. To provide these vital services, the 
Village has over 100 employees. I want to give credit to all 
our employees, and the strength of our community, and 
additionally to take this opportunity to share with you our 
Executive Staff and Department Heads. They are truly an 
amazing group of dedicated, talented people. 

Jessica Chernich is our Village Administrator. Jess has a 
master’s degree in public administration, a Society for Human 
Resources Management Certified Professional, and several 
years of municipal administration experience. In addition to 
overseeing the day-to-day operation of the Village, she is the 
liaison between the employees and the Village Board. The 
board creates policies and Jessica conducts those policies. 

Ashley Magnine is the Assistant to the Administrator. 
Ashley is a true success story. She started as an 
Administrative Assistant, working at the front desk. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MAYOR (Continued)
She has advanced from Administrative Assistant to Deputy Clerk; while continuing her role 
as the Deputy Clerk she is working toward her Registered Municipal Clerk (RMC) and Society 
of Human Resources Management Certified Professional (SHRM-CP) certifications and is now 
the Assistant to the Administrator and Human Resources Director. With the help of Sunni 
Butler, Administration Management Analyst, who assists the administration department with 
a multitude of tasks including research projects, managing data, grants, and communications. 

Dawn Deservi is the Chief of Police of Fox Lake. Dawn started as a patrol officer and firefighter. 
Dawn has had a remarkable career. Through sheer dedication, she advanced from patrolman 
to sergeant, Lieutenant, Commander, and Assistant Police Chief and is now our Police Chief. 
Dawn is now one of the most respected law officers in Northern Illinois and we are fortunate 
to have her serving our community. 

Lindsay Szafran is our 9-1-1 Director. Lindsay oversees the award-winning FoxComm service 
in Fox Lake that serves several communities. When you have an emergency and dial 911, 
Lindsay makes sure your call is answered and directed to those who will provide you with 
police, fire, and medical services the emergency necessitates. Lindsay is also in charge of the 
Fox Lake participation in the county-wide 911 consolidation, which will reap many benefits for 
the community. 

Mary Locher is our Finance Director and Treasurer. Mary is a Certified Public Accountant 
with a wealth of experience in the private and municipal sectors. Along with Laura Rudkin, 
Accounting Manager, and the longest-tenured administration employee, and Lorena Martinez, 
Utility Billing and Payroll Clerk, Mary manages the finances of the Village and completes all 
the state-mandated reports and audits. Mary is also involved in obtaining and administering 
grants. 

Jodi Luka is our Community & Economic Development Director. Jodi has a master’s degree in 
public administration and policy. Jodi’s main duty is to attract development to Fox Lake. This 
increases revenues so the Village can provide more essential services, without increases in 
permits and fees. With assistance from Brigette Weber, Neighborhood Services Manager, Jodi, 
and her staff work to carry out Code Enforcement, Plan Review, and conduct the Planning & 
Zoning Board meetings.

Susan Novak is our Public Works Director. Susan is a Professional Engineer, Certified Floodplain 
Manager, and Enforcement Officer. Susan also has vast experience in both the municipal and 
private sectors. With Tom Muehlfelder, Streets Supervisor, they manage the 55 miles of Village 
streets and sidewalks and assist in maintaining the many buildings and parks in town. With 
Trent Turner, Sewer & Water Supervisor, she maintains over 100 miles of sewer and water 
pipes, 5 water tanks, and over 25 lift stations. Susan also administers several grants.

John (JT) Thompson is the Executive Director of the Northwest Regional Water Reclamation 
Facility on Rollins Road. JT has been with the Village for over 31 years. On average, the plant 
treats 9 million gallons of wastewater daily and ensures all Environmental Protection Agency 
and discharge permit regulations are followed and reported. During flood conditions, the plant 
runs 24 hours a day and treats up to 30 million gallons of wastewater daily. He is another truly 
dedicated staff member. 

Finally, Jennifer Kuhn is the Program & Events Manager of Parks & Recreation. 
Jennifer runs our Parks & Recreation Department. In addition to the summer concerts, 
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Donny

all the events, parades, and other activities, Jennifer and TJ have a total of nine parks in town to 
maintain. They do an excellent job. When you see them at an event or the park, say hello and let 
them know what a wonderful job they are doing. 
As you can see, we have a talented staff. It takes more than talent to be successful. Working 
together to achieve a goal is the strength of this staff. The leadership each department head 
shows is evident in their results, and I could not be happier with our staff. 
Enjoy the summer and our improved Lakefront Park and say hello to one of our many events 

this summer. We can hardly wait to see you there! 

The Village Board and I have made efforts to be as transparent as 
possible. On the Friday before a board meeting, by 5:00 p.m., the 
board agendas are made available for public viewing on the Village 
website in the transparency portal. As always, you can contact me at 
847-587-3943 or at schmitd@foxlake.org

The Village of Fox Lake held the official Lakefront Park Ribbon Cutting Event on Tuesday, 
May 28, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. with Congressman Brad Schneider and a special performance 
by the Grant Community High School Band. Several Village and town officials were present 
as well as many business partners and Village supporters. The Village of Fox Lake is eagerly 
anticipating the new amenities at the park, which will not only bring together residents 
of the Village but also attract passersby and visitors arriving by train to enjoy our many 
beautiful and unique sites.

Such a significant project has faced numerous challenges and setbacks; therefore, we ask 
for your continued support and understanding. Many amenities, additions, and phases will 
take time to be finalized. We anticipate that most of the original design will 
be available to the public this summer, in time for our Celebrate Fox Lake 
event on June 29. Mark your calendars to come out and join the event!
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We are thrilled to welcome an exciting array of new businesses to our 
vibrant community! The innovative ideas and entrepreneurial spirit 
are the lifeblood of our local economy bringing fresh energy and 
opportunities for all. Over the last year, the Village of Fox Lake has 
welcomed 14 new businesses. We encourage residents to explore and 
support these new ventures, fostering a thriving local marketplace.

Aroma Hill
1298 S. Rt. 12
BMO Bank
1298 S Rt. 12
California Cookies
36 E. Grand Ave.
Certified Window Company
23 Towne Center Ln.
Fix ‘N’ Fab
141 Christopher Way
Fox Lake Classic Cinemas
816 W. Grand Ave. #2

Gil’s Automotive
816 W. Grand Ave. #3
Grand Event Meeting Hall
81 E. Grand Ave.
Guero Dent Buster
816 W. Grand Ave. #4
J.V. Seafood & Sushi Restaurant
41 E. Grand Ave.
JH Events & Flowers Inc
7 Nippersink Blvd.
Justen Cable Construction Inc
816 W. Grand Ave. #6

43 Plus More Creative Art
29 E. Grand Ave. C
Advantage Honda
91 S. Rt. 12
Auto Group Holdings LLC
418 Rollins Rd.

Key West Construction
& Adjusters 
2 W. Grand Ave. #109
Legacy Healthcare Services Inc
16 Lilac Ave.
Lou’s Towing 
816 W. Grand Ave. #5
Mijo’s Authentic Mexican Food 
33 Rt. 12
The Hussle Barber Co.
2 West Grand
McDonald’s
40S Rt.12

Hounds Town
104 Sayton Rd.
La Rosita Market
17 Towne Center Ln.
S & S Specialties
62 N Rt. 124
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The Village of Fox Lake and the Chain O’Lakes 
Area Chamber of Commerce congratulated 
BMO Bank on its Grand Reopening at 1310 
S. Rt 12. on May 20, 2024. 

The renovated location is designed to 
prioritize customers by adapting to their 
changing preferences both digitally and in 
person. The branch also has a conference 
room and client meeting rooms to offer 
private transaction processing and to 
accommodate meetings with business 
partners both in person and virtually.

The Village of Fox Lake and Chain 
O’Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce 
also welcomes Aroma Hill. Located at 
1298 S. Rt. 12, Aroma Hill Dispensary is 
dedicated to providing an engaging and 
completely comfortable purchasing 
experience. For more information, visit 
aromahillcannabis.com.

On behalf of the Village of Fox Lake, 
thank you BMO Bank, Aroma Hill, and 
all recently onboarded businesses for 
your investment into our community 
and for continuing to anchor here!
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Brush pick-up resumed in early April and 
will continue on Fridays until the fall. 
However, due to other work, holidays, 
and inclement weather, pickups may be 
delayed. As a reminder, branches must 
be trimmed by the homeowner, not a tree 
service. We ask that limbs are no longer 
than 6 feet in length, no larger than 6 
inches in diameter, and neatly stacked at 

Questions about hydrant flushing? Contact Fox Lake Sewer & 
Water Department at (847) 587-3506 or email turnert@foxlake.org.

To schedule a brush-pick up, please 
contact Public Works at (847) 587-8570 or 
alonsom@foxlake.org.

the curbed, not piled into a messy heap. 
Piles are not to exceed 4’x6’. Yard waste, 
tree trunks, logs, weeds, and dirt do not 
qualify as brush. Piles not meeting these 
guidelines will not be picked up. 

HYDRANT FLUSHING
New this summer, the Fox Lake Sewer & Water Department 
will be flushing fire hydrants in our South water system. 
Typically, this is completed in the Spring and Fall. We are 
excited to share that the Village will be adding a third 
flush this year for water quality purposes and ensuring 
your water quality is the best it can be.  Additionally, this 
process will make certain hydrants are in good working 
order in case of emergencies, and to help flush sediment 
out of the distribution system.

Signs will be posted in each area before the flushing 
begins.   Flushing will take place between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. - Monday through Friday. 

It is not recommended to do laundry on the days hydrants 
are being flushed in your area. Flushing stirs up iron 
sediment which can discolor your laundry. After flushing 
in your area, if there is any discoloration in your faucet 
water, allow the cold water to run for a few minutes, 
preferably from a tub spout or outside spigot. Bypass 
any softeners and/or whole-house filters and avoid using 
hot water until the water has cleared.
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Over the last few years, the Village has been 
working on evaluating signage needs, and 
improvements.  With input from the public, 
we unveiled a new branding style in 2019.  
Since then, the Village has been working on 
budgeting and permitting to implement the 
new signage throughout town, this includes 
new wayfinding signage, monument signage, 
banner signage, pedestrian signage, and 
entryway signage. Recently, the Village went 

The Village of Fox Lake 2023 Consumer 
Confidence Report is available for the water 
system. Consumer Confidence Reports 
provide consumers with information about 
the quality of their drinking water. This 
information has always been available to 
consumers who request it from their water 
supplier. Now, it is provided in an easy-to-
read format.

The Village is pleased to report NO violations 
for 2023.

out to public bid to start the first phase of the 
signage installation.  This will include over 20 
new signs throughout the Village, including 
new Welcome to Fox Lake entryway signs, 
and a monument sign at the corner of US-12 
and Grand Avenue.  The new signage is highly 
anticipated and will help branding efforts with 
the Village as well as help those new to the 
area navigate throughout Fox Lake.

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

CONSUMER
CONFIDENCE REPORT

A copy of these reports 
can be obtained by
scanning this QR code:

A paper copy may also 
be obtained at the 
Village Hall at 66 Thillen 
Drive or upon request.  

For questions or more information about 
Consumer Confidence Reports, please contact 

These reports are also available online at: 
www.foxlake.org/143/Consumer-Confidence-Reports

the Sewer and Water Department at 
847-587-3506.
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During the spring and summer months, neighborhoods throughout the State of Illinois 
historically experience an elevated number of thefts from vehicles. While committing these 
thefts, the criminals typically target unlocked vehicles where valuables are visible through the 
windows. These individuals generally rely on their ability to move quickly without raising any 
suspicion.  By searching for unlocked vehicles, they don’t create any excessive noise, such as 
breaking glass, that would attract attention from anyone nearby.

Statistics show that vehicle burglaries typically occur during overnight hours, however we 
do encounter cases that have been during daylight hours. To keep your property safe and 
deter criminal activity in our community, we encourage residents to take action and follow 
preventative measures (listed below). 

Camera monitoring systems have proven to be extremely valuable.  They not only serve as 
a deterrent for criminal activity; they also provide excellent evidence that can assist in an 
investigation.  If you have chosen to install a camera system at your place of business or 
residence, it is important to periodically check the system to ensure it is operating correctly 
and still recording.  It is recommended to keep the video for at least 30 days.  The Fox Lake 
Police Department reminds all residents to report any suspicious behavior to the police (847-
587-3100) and to report any incident where they believe someone has entered their vehicle 
without permission.

Purses or wallets

Small electronics

Money

Jewelry

Prescription medications

MOST COMMON ITEMS
STOLEN FROM VEHICLES

PREVENTATIVE 
MEASURES

Always lock your vehicles

Remove valuables from the 
vehicle or ensure they are 
secured inside and out of view

Park in a well-lit area

When possible, park in an area 
that is monitored by cameras
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New and ongoing construction continues at the Washington
and IL 59 intersection. The anticipated improvements are 
listed below: 

•  Reconstruction of the IL 59 & Grand Ave. intersection
    is to include left turn lanes for IL 59 and EB Grand Ave

•  Right turn lane for SB IL 59 

•  An updated traffic intersection signal

•  Realignment of Washington St to meet IL 59 South of Grand Ave.

•  New signalized intersection on IL 59 at realigned Washington St   
   Connection to Grant Community High School

•  Additional left turn lanes for entrances along IL 59 and Grand Ave.

•  Additional sidewalks and multi-use paths

•  Drainage improvements

For more information, please visit il59andgrand.com
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Phosphorus (P) is one of the most important nutrients in agricultural systems when used and 
applied properly. In natural environments or properly tested quantities, phosphorus is a valuable 
nutrient and fertilizer that promotes plant growth and development. However, in excess, 
phosphorus can create problems in our waterways and drinking water called eutrophication. 
When phosphorus pollution (runoff) enters our lakes, rivers, and streams, it causes green scum 
and harmful algae blooms that can deplete waterways of oxygen, cause fish kills, damage 
ecosystems or even result in “dead zones” in larger bodies of water.
Our homes — via yards, driveways, appliances, and pets — contribute to nutrient pollution. 
Fortunately, there are many strategies that individuals can use to help reduce phosphorus 
runoff. Here are a few simple ways to reduce phosphorus pollution in local lakes, rivers, streams, 
and watersheds.

OFF THE STREETS
Keep leaves, grass clippings, and other organic matter off the streets. Avoid blowing 
leaves or clippings into areas where they can wash into storm sewers. Once in the water, 
phosphorus from clippings and leaves can grow algae. Blow or bag your leaves, keep your 
clippings on the grass, and use other organic matter as fertilizer.

LOW P FERTILIZERS
Use non-phosphorus or low-phosphorus fertilizer on lawns and gardens to avoid over-
fertilizing. Look for package formulas of nitrate-phosphorus-potassium with a middle 
number (which represents phosphorus) of zero. For example, 22-0-15 indicates no 
phosphorus. Lower phosphorus fertilizers are also an option; look for numbers like 13-2-
13 or 20-3-19.

ROOTS THAT GO DEEP
Plant buffers of deep-rooted plants in landscaping and along shoreline properties. Natural 
plantings or plants with deep roots do a better job of absorbing and filtering runoff during 
rain events and can provide habitat for wildlife.

CONTROL PET POO-LLUTION
Pick up pet waste from yards, parks, and shorelines whenever possible. Pet waste contains 
phosphorus (and other nutrients and bacteria) that can pollute water when it rains and 
create runoff poo-llution when it is not disposed of properly.

DRAIN SMART
Direct downspouts to lawns and plant beds and use landscaping practices that stop or 
slow runoff from your property. By aiming your downspouts into landscapes, versus hard 
surfaces like sidewalks and driveways, you can reduce runoff to storm drains. Water will 
be better able to soak into the ground.

WATCH YOUR SOAPS
Use low- or no-phosphate cleaning products. Some soaps, detergents and household 
cleaners contain a form of phosphorus called phosphates. Choosing phosphate-free 
products can help minimize pollution.

The good news? Phosphates were banned nationally from laundry detergents in 1994. 
And in 2010, 17 U.S. states banned phosphates in automatic dishwasher detergent.



11

The Village of Fox Lake’s Waste Management contract is due to expire in October of this year. 
The Village is actively seeking proposals for review to make a fiscally responsible decision 
for our residents and community. Current rates for single-family and multifamily units are: 
	 Single-family: $18.90 ($37.80 per billing)

	 Multifamily: $18.56 ($37.12 per billing) 
It is anticipated an increase of up to 7% per unit price may go into effect with a new contract 
to cover economic inflation and other affiliated factors including increased fuel costs. We, 
at the Village, want to be transparent and upfront with our residents about this upcoming 
change so you can better prepare for the financial impact it may have on your homes, lives, 
and budget. Rest assured that the Village will be making its best effort to obtain the most 
cost-effective, reliable services on your behalf. 

If you have further questions about these upcoming changes, please contact us at the 
Village at (847) 587-2151 or plan to attend a Village Board meeting. Meetings are 
scheduled every second and fourth Tuesday of each month unless otherwise 
specified on our website, www.foxlake.org. We want to thank you for choosing 
to stay anchored in the Village of Fox Lake. 

Habitat for Humanity Lake County is now accepting 
pre-applications for our Critical Home Repair Program. 
If you or someone you know is in need of essential 
home repairs, this is a fantastic opportunity to get the 
assistance you need.

Examples of potential projects include repair of roof 
leaks, leaking pipes, stairs, furnaces, and air conditioning 
units; replacements of furnaces, air conditioners, or 
water heaters; or installation of accessibility ramps, grab 
bars, and handrails.

Learn more and submit your pre-application: habitatlc.org/home-repair
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Looking for more
Parks & Recreation 
events? Follow us 
on Facebook!
/VFLparksandrec

FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERT SERIES
The Village of Fox Lake & Ray’s Auto Group Present

6/7	 Michael Lescher

6/14 	 Eliminator (ZZ Top Cover)

6/21	 Logan Ramey (Tribute to Elvis)

7/5	 Don’t Rock the Jukebox (Country)

7/12	 Johnny Russler & The Beach Bums

7/19	 Kaleidoscope Eyes (Beatles)

7/26	 Judson Brown Band

8/2 	 Generation

8/9	 Simple Men & Southern Nights
	 (Tom Petty/Skynyrd)

8/16	 Blooze Brothers

8/23	 School House of Rock (Libertyville)

Lakefront Park  |  71 Nippersink Boulevard
Free Family-Friendly Fun - Lawn Chairs & Blankets Welcome

Food & drink are available for purchase. Think, shop, and buy local!

The Village will be hosting an incredible lineup of live music every Friday evening. From rock to pop, country to jazz, 
there will be something for everyone to enjoy! Bring your friends, family, and lawn chairs, and be prepared to make 
some unforgettable memories together.
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The Fox Lake Farmer’s Market supports locally grown foods and crafts.  Every Tuesday from 4:00 
- 7:00 p.m. June through August.  The Fox Lake Farmer’s Market brings Fox Lake residents and 
surrounding communities the very best and freshest of the season. Link cards accepted. 

Looking for a fun way to stay active all year round? Join us at Lakefront Park for indoor pickleball! The daily 
cost is $2 for residents, and $4 for non-residents; multi-visit punch cards are available. The Village reserves 
the right to modify or cancel program hours. Call Parks & Recreation at (224) 225-1404.

June - August  |  4:00-7:00 p.m.  |  Lakefront Park

The great white American pelican is one of the largest birds in 
North America. These magnificent creatures are often found far 
inland, they feed cooperatively in shallow lakes, and they do not 
dive from the air for fish. Despite their immense size, they are spectacular fliers, with flocks often 
soaring remarkably high in the air, ponderously wheeling and circling in unison. The Village of Fox 
Lake has long been a stomping ground for migration during the early months of spring each year.

This year, Katarina Hertz was selected as the Pelican Palooza photo contest winner. We cannot stop 
looking at her photo of a pelican in flight. If you did not get a chance to catch them while they were 
around, see Katarina’s winning photo (above).
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Make a splash this summer at the annual Cardboard Boat Races. Whether you are a seasoned sailor or a 
first-time builder, everyone is welcome to cheer on their favorite cardboard creations. Participants design 
and construct boats using only cardboard and duct tape, showcasing their ingenuity and 
craftsmanship. Registration fee is $15 per team. Trophies will be awarded for first and 
second fastest, best in show, and fastest sinking! 

August 17th  |  11:00am-1:30pm  |  Lakefront Park

Calling all young anglers! Grab your fishing rods and join us for a fun-filled day at the Annual Youth Fishing 
Derby. This event is perfect for kids of all ages to learn, compete, and enjoy the outdoors. Contestants will 
be split into two age groups– 11 and under, and 12 to 18 years old. Participants over 16 need a fishing 
license in order to compete. Come ready for giveaways, a DJ, and prizes for the top catches!

The annual Mayor’s Fish Fry is a popular hometown tradition. All-you-can-eat golden fried fish, an array 
of sides, and a drink (non-alcoholic). Alcoholic beverages will be available for purchase from the Fox Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. Adults: $10, Seniors (65 and up): $9, Children (8 and under): $5. No reservations 
are required.

August 16th  |  4:00-8:00 p.m.  |  Lakefront Park Building

August 17th
8:00am-12:00pm
Lakefront Park
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INFORMATION
Contact
Village of Fox Lake
66 Thillen Drive
Fox Lake, Illinois 60020
www.foxlake.org

Village Hall Hours
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

Village Officials
Mayor Donny Schmit

Trustees
Bernice Konwent
Jeff Jensen
Ron Stochl

Village Contact List
Emergency ................................................... 911
Village Hall .......................................... 587-2151
Community Development ................ 587-3176
Police Dept (Non-emergency) .......... 587-3100
Public Works ...................................... 587-8570
Parks and Recreation .............. (224) 225-1404
Northwest Regional .......................... 587-3694
All phone numbers are (847) area code, except for 
Parks and Recreation, which is (224).

The Anchor is the official newsletter for the Village of Fox Lake.

Village Clerk
Michelle Runnion

Brian Marr
Debra Vander Weit
Amy Driscoll

STAY CONNECTED
Stay up to date with Village news through social media. The Village 
of Fox Lake is on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook using the handle 
@foxlakeil. Updates can also be obtained via email in our weekly 
e-newsletter - the E-Anchor, or can also be found on the Village’s 
website at www.foxlake.org.

For more information, please contact the Village at (847) 587-2151.
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