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VILLAGE OF FOX LAKE 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
 

 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
 

Lake and McHenry Counties, 
 

Village of Fox Lake 

}  ss. 

 
 

      At the regular Board Meeting, held in said 
Village and County in the State of Illinois at 6:30 p.m. on May 12, 2015 meeting was called to 
order by Mayor Schmit.  The following official business was transacted: 
  
Roll Call 
Present Mayor Schmit: Deputy Clerk Ward, Attorney Teegen; Trustees, Murrey, Jensen, Stochl, 
Marr, Konwent and Koske.   
  

 
I. Swearing in of Municipal Officials – Judge Donna-Jo Vorderstrasse 

 
Mayor Schmit introduced Judge Donna-Jo Vorderstrasse to the Village Board.  She gave 
the oath of Office to Trustee Nancy E. Koske, Trustee Gregory “Greg” Murrey and 
Trustee Brian Keith Marr. 
 
Mayor Schmit thanked Judge Vorderstrasse for attending and for the swearing in the new 
Municipal Officials. 
 

II. Introduction of Special Guest – Global Messenger for Special Olympics Illinois 
 
The Global Messengers name is Corey Paskvan, and his father’s name is John Paskvan.  
Corey spoke to the Village Board of the Special Olympics and what sports he enjoys. 
 
Mayor Schmit asked Lt. Jeff Norris to expound on the events and activities.  Lt. Norris 
went through the history of our participation in the Law Enforcement Torch Run and 
Polar Plunge.  Any fundraisers proceed goes to the uniforms and the cost of training, 
traveling etc.   They currently now have 19 events a year. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

Trustee Marr made a motion to approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes of April 28, 
2015 seconded by Trustee Koske. 
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
Trustee Murrey   Aye 
Trustee  Jensen  Aye 
Trustee Stochl   Aye 
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Trustee Konwent Abstain 
Trustee Marr   Aye 
Trustee Koske  Aye 
Motion Carried  
 

IV. Presentation – Promote Fox Lake 
Michael Lescher stated we have another project along Rollins Road. I believe I had 
talked with you in the past for plantings along Rollins Road.  We are talking about the 
area that is around 10 feet from the curb that is asphalted there is a downward slope.  We 
talked with Lake County as it is their Right Of Way.  We have a tremendous assistance 
from Brian Marr; he has provided costs at each section for the plantings. We met out 
there with Lake County and Dan Miller from the Fox Lake Streets Dept.  We talked 
about what we could or couldn’t do.  We submitted plans to Lake County and they have 
come back with some changes needed, we made the changes and have resubmitted we 
have an unofficial approval from them.  We should have the official approval soon.  Dan 
Miller and Kim Kiesgen have agreed to supply the labor for the project.  The cost if done 
all at once is the $6,770.00 or if you want to do it in phases the 3 areas are Ace Hardware 
$2,385.00, Laundry Section $1,825.00, and the East Parking Lot $2,560.00. This is 
estimated and we are looking for timing of the sales.  We will proceed and have approved 
the permit fee of $850.00 for Lake County; we have fundraisers planned for the spring 
and summer to offset some of the costs.  
 
The Board of Trustees is in agreement that we move forward on this project.  Mayor 
Schmit stated we will schedule a meeting next week and put this on the agenda for May 
26th.  
 

V. Administrator Update 
Anne Marrin stated she would like to present the expenditures, warrants, and transfers for 
May 12, 2015.   She asked if there were any questions.  There were none.  Anne stated if 
there were no questions there would be a motion to approve this evening under Finance.    
 
Anne stated the Village has received over $60,000 in grants to upgrade all our old 
lighting at specific buildings.  We had teams in last week and they completed it within 
the week.  We were able to get the Motor Pool, Street Department, Fire Department 
Station #2, Lakefront Park, and outside of the Police Station.  We have had a lot of 
compliments that lighting is vastly improved. 
 

VI. Recess to the Committee of the Whole 
Trustee Murrey made a motion to recess into the Committee of the Whole Meeting at 
6:49 p.m., Seconded by Trustee Konwent. 
 
  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Trustee Murrey  Aye 
Trustee Jensen  Aye 
Trustee Stochl  Aye 
Trustee Konwent Aye 
Trustee Marr  Aye 
Trustee Koske  Aye 
Motion Carried 

 
VII. Committee of the Whole 

A. Finance 
Trustee Stochl stated he had nothing tonight.  
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B. Building and Zoning 
 

Trustee Marr asked Donavon Day to give us a small presentation on why we need to 
have a Unified Development Ordinance.  Donovan went through the number of items 
that are reviewed such as Village Code. Watershed Development Ordinance, Zoning 
Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance, Sign Ordinance and the Comprehensive plan.  
These are good references but we have found that they are conflicting.  Going 
through each book to make sure there are not a conflict is time consuming.    A 
Unified Development Ordinance is easier to Navigate for residents, developers, 
business owners, and staff.  We will be reformatting tables, charts, diagrams and it 
will add flow charts, definitions and allowable uses.  Donavan went through the time 
lines – anticipate an 18 month process.  The question to the Board is do you want to 
start the process on a proposed Unified Development Ordinance.  The general 
consensus was to authorize Donavon to proceed with the UDO.  It is great it is being 
tied to the comprehensive plan.  It was asked what we are following, another town, 
Lake County, Mc Henry County.  Donavan stated he will be looking at other town as 
well as the counties.  We will definitely be talking to the counties, but Fox Lake has 
some unique characteristics of our community. Trustee Marr stated we are 
simplifying and streamlining and with that said are we looking to combine the Plan 
Commission and Zoning Board.  Donavan stated I think it is good to have both; we 
can streamline the process for a petitioner but still have a Plan Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Trustee Marr stated he will be making several motions regarding Façade 
Improvement Grants. It will be Hello Folks – 78 E. Grand Avenue, Fifty K Sports 
Pub – 50 E. Grand Avenue and Fox Lake – Grant Township Historical Society – 411 
Washington Street.  
 

C. Parks and Recreation 
 
Trustee Koske went through the following events and programs in the Village. All 
events and programs can be found on the Village website at foxlake.org 

  
 Fox Lake Parks and Recreation Senior Luncheon will be held May 21st at 

Lakefront Park.   
 The spring programs started last week and we have a total of 84 kids that have 

registered. 
 Our Dance program recital (“Reach for the Stars”) is May 24th at 3:00 p.m. at 

Stanton Middle School. Admittance is 1 nonperishable item for Grant Township 
Food Pantry per person. 

 The Fox Lake Chamber of Commerce still has tickets for their Spring Wine Walk 
on May 16th - 1:30 p.m. Cost is $39.00. 

 
As part of our Community Outreach I met with the Chamber of Commerce this 
morning, they are always appreciative of the information we provide, and giving 
them an update as well as answering any questions they may have.  I am very 
appreciative to the administrators report as a lot of that information I can share with 
the Chamber. They are very excited about the new promotion company, Ripple 
Productions and excited what opportunities will be provided to them as well.   

 
C. Planning 

 
Trustee Marr stated he has nothing tonight.  
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D.  Public Safety 

Trustee Jensen stated that there was nothing to report from Public Safety but would 
like to take the time to commend Battalion Chief Ed Lescher and Police Officer Bill 
Monson for that burning building and getting the children out safely.   
 

E. Sewer and Water  
Trustee Murrey asked if there were any question on the two design phases to be 
engineered.  Also, we have a final payout for the Scada Phase 1 system.  
 

F. Streets 
Trustee Konwent stated that there was nothing to report from Streets this evening. 
 

VIII. Motion to adjourn from Committee of the Whole and Reconvene Village Board 
Meeting 
 

Trustee Koske made a motion to adjourn from the Committee of the Whole and 
reconvene the Village Board Meeting at 7:08 p.m., Seconded by Trustee Jensen. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 Trustee Murrey   Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske   Aye 
 Motion Carried 
 

VII. Motions for Approval 
 Finance   
Trustee Stochl made a motion to approve the Expenditures, Warrants and Transfers 
dated May 12, 2015 in the amount of $677,939.98, Seconded by Trustee Koske. 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
Trustee Murrey  Aye 
Trustee Jensen  Aye 
Trustee Stochl  Aye 
Trustee Konwent Aye 
Trustee Marr  Aye 
Trustee Koske  Aye 

 Motion Carried 
 

 Building and Zoning 
Trustee Marr made a motion to approve the Façade Improvement Committee 
recommendation for the Façade Improvement Application of Robert Boles, owner of 
the building located at 78 E. Grand Avenue, currently operating as Hello Folks, 
Seconded by Trustee Konwent. 

  
       A roll call vote was taken as follows:  

  Trustee Murrey  Aye 
  Trustee Jensen  Aye 
  Trustee Stochl  Aye 
  Trustee Konwent Aye 

 Trustee Marr  Aye 
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 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 

 
Trustee Marr made a motion to approve the Façade Improvement Committee 
recommendation for the Façade Improvement Application of Don Otway, owner of 
the building located at 50 E. Grand Avenue, currently operating as Fifty K Sports 
Pub, Seconded by Trustee Koske. 
  
       A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
 Trustee Murrey  Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 
 
Trustee Marr made a motion to approve the Façade Improvement Committee 
recommendation for the Façade Improvement Application of Fox Lake- Grant Area 
Township Historical Society located at 411 Washington Street, Seconded by Trustee 
Koske. 
  
A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
 Trustee Murrey  Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 
 
 
Trustee Marr made a motion approve Ordinance 2015-26, an Ordinance Amending 
Section 9-1-6-7 E of the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Fox Lake to Change 
Notice Requirements for Zoning Petitions, seconded by Trustee Konwent. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Trustee Murrey   Aye 
Trustee Jensen  Aye 
Trustee Stochl  Aye 
Trustee Konwent  Aye 
Trustee Marr  Aye 
Trustee Koske   Aye 
Motion Carried  
  

 Planning 
 
Trustee Marr made a motion to approve Ordinance 2015-27, An Ordinance 
Amending the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Fox Lake, by Granting a Special 
Use to Scott and Milisa O’Sullivan to Operate a Child Care Facility at the Property 
at 513 Monroe Avenue, Fox Lake, Illinois, Seconded by Trustee Koske. 
 
  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
  Trustee Murrey   Nay 
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  Trustee Jensen  Aye 
  Trustee Stochl  Aye 
  Trustee Konwent Aye 
  Trustee Marr  Nay 
  Trustee Koske   Aye 

Mayor Schmit  Aye 
  Motion Carried   
   

 Sewer and Water 
 

Trustee Murrey made a motion to approve work order FXL007-W034 with 
Trotter and Associates in the amount of $38,800.00 to design Phase #2 of 
SCADA., Seconded by Trustee Koske. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
 Trustee Murrey  Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 
 
 
Trustee Murrey made a motion to approve work order FXL007-W029 with 
Trotter and Associates in the amount of $22,600.00 to design the connection of 
Well #1 in the North System to the iron filter, Seconded by Trustee Marr. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
 Trustee Murrey  Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 
 
Trustee Murrey made a motion to approve the 3 Final pay requests (#2, #3, and 
#4) for a total of $107,330.01 to Advanced Automation and Controls for Phase 
#1 of the SCADA project subject to an Indemnification Agreement to be approved 
by the Village Attorney Seconded by Trustee Koske. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken as follows:  
 Trustee Murrey  Aye 
 Trustee Jensen  Aye 
 Trustee Stochl  Aye 
 Trustee Konwent Aye 
 Trustee Marr  Aye 
 Trustee Koske  Aye 
 Motion Carried 

 
VIII. Attorney Comments 

There were no attorney comments this evening. 
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IX. President’s Comments  
 

Mayor Schmit stated I have debated this but it is an exciting time in the Village. Bright 
Oaks is an 8 million dollar assisted living project, working on the hotel project, the Grass 
Lake and State Parks townhomes, Reva Bay is building an additional 32 homes.   
 
Our Board was re-elected; you can see what we are doing in the Building Department.  If 
there is a doubt it goes to the resident.  There are nay sayers hiding behind computers or 
coffee shops that are spreading miss-information so I am going read this brief statement. 
 
There is a very small group of uninformed experts spreading misinformation in a coffee 
house and on social media. I would like to address two of the false statements that are 
being spread. 
 
The first false statement is that the Village “did not do their homework” regarding the 
construction of the new water tower at Holiday Park. Since the late 90’s, the need for the 
water tower at Holiday Park has been known.  Less than two weeks after I was sworn in 
as Mayor, a water hammer occurred in Holiday Park causing damage to over 200 homes.  
The water hammer had been occurring since 2008. During fire events in the region the 
Fire Department has had to use all the water from the tower, pump water from Wooster 
Lake, water hammers occur and fire flows have been less than adequate.   
 
A study was commissioned to create a master plan to meet the immediate needs and plan 
for the future of our Village. This study was done by engineers with college degrees and 
years of experience, not “coffeehouse engineers”. Included in the study was a plan to 
solve the water hammer and create adequate fire flows for the South Route 12 corridor 
and Holiday Park areas.  When the need for a water tower was confirmed by an 
engineering firm, I met with Mayor Burnell Russell from Volo to discuss options. I asked 
the Mayor about the possibility of purchasing or leasing their tower. Since Volo will be 
receiving Lake Michigan water in 2017, and their water tower must be physically 
disconnected from any pipes attached to Fox Lake. He stated that Volo would still need 
their tower and confirmed that the piping connecting it to Fox Lake would have to be 
removed. 
 
It was after all this “homework” was done that the final decision to build the water tower 
was made. The new water tower will improve fire flows, maintain consistent system 
pressures in the area and eliminate the current water hammer problem.  This is a problem 
that I did not cause, but inherited. This Board has had the courage to address and fix this 
problem. 
 
The second area I would like to address is the statement that Fox Lake is not business 
friendly. Some of the many things we have done are, revived the Façade Improvement 
Program, become more involved with the Chamber of Commerce,  revived the Fox Lake 
in Bloom Program, now named Promote Fox Lake and streamlined the process for new 
businesses to come to Fox Lake. In addition, we have held workshops and town hall 
meetings in order to meet the needs of our community and businesses. 
 
Though we had to make cuts in other areas, the façade program has given close to 
$60,000 in grants to our businesses to improve the appearance of their buildings. Since 
this is a matching grant, this means that nearly $120,000 in improvements has been made.  
There are many other changes we have made to become, not only more business friendly, 
but more resident friendly. I am happy to meet with anyone and discuss this further.   
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We will be having our third Town Hall meeting in September. I invite all residents, friend 
or foe to attend and voice their concerns and suggestions.  
 
I just hate the fact that this town I love is making progress and a very few people trying to 
dengate that by spreading false rumors.  We need to stick to the truth I can handle the 
truth; with the false rumors I felt I had to address. 
 

X. Audience Comments 
 There were no comments from the audience this evening. 
 
XI. Adjournment 

Trustee Stochl made a motion to adjourn the Village Board Meeting at 7:22 p.m., 
seconded by Trustee Koske. 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Trustee Murrey   Aye 
Trustee Jensen  Aye 
Trustee Stochl  Aye 
Trustee Konwent  Aye 
Trustee Marr  Aye 
Trustee Koske   Aye 

 Motion Carried 
 
 

             Meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
             

  ________________________________ 
Carol Ward, Deputy Village Clerk      


